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Command daily training and contingency re-
quirements in fiscal year 2017, and such air-
craft shall not be required to deploy in the
normal rotation of C-130 H units. The Sec-
retary shall provide such personnel as re-
quired to maintain and operate the aircraft.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 1494 TO AMENDMENT NO. 1463

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the pending amend-
ment be set aside and, on behalf of Sen-
ator SHAHEEN, call up amendment No.
1494.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. REED],
for Mrs. SHAHEEN, proposes an amendment
numbered 1494 to amendment No. 1463.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To revise the definition of spouse

for purposes of veterans benefits in rec-

ognition of new State definitions of spouse)
At the end of subtitle G of title X, add

the following:
SEC. 1085. DEFINITION OF SPOUSE FOR PUR-
POSES OF VETERANS BENEFITS TO

REFLECT NEW STATE DEFINITIONS
OF SPOUSE.

(a) SPOUSE DEFINED.—Section 101 of title
38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘of the op-
posite sex’’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (31) and inserting
the following new paragraph:

““(81)(A) An individual shall be considered a
‘spouse’ if—

‘(i) the marriage of the individual is valid
in the State in which the marriage was en-
tered into; or

‘‘(ii) in the case of a marriage entered into
outside any State—

‘(I) the marriage of the individual is valid
in the place in which the marriage was en-
tered into; and

‘“(IT) the marriage could have been entered
into in a State.

“(B) In this paragraph, the term ‘State’
has the meaning given that term in para-
graph (20), except that the term also includes
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.”.

(b) MARRIAGE DETERMINATION.—Section
103(c) of such title is amended by striking
‘“‘according to” and all that follows through
the period at the end and inserting ‘‘in ac-
cordance with section 101(31) of this title.”.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that in order to main-
tain the practice of alternating be-
tween Republican and Democratic
amendments, that the Shaheen amend-
ment be considered as having been of-
fered prior to the Tillis amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to add Senator MURPHY,
Senator MARKEY, Senator CASEY, Sen-
ator MURRAY, and Senator FRANKEN as
cosponsors of the Reed amendment No.
1521 to H.R. 1735.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, if I may
take this opportunity to urge all of my
colleagues to submit whatever amend-
ments they may have to the underlying
legislation as quickly as possible. We
have made some progress today, and we
want to continue to make progress in
terms of offering the amendments as
well as setting up votes so we can con-
tinue to move the legislation along.
That would require that we get, as
quickly as possible, all of the possible
amendments from both sides.

I particularly want to ask that my
Democratic colleagues do so and that
they also be prepared if they wish to
comment and speak on the amend-
ments if called upon to do so or at
their convenience. I hope that advice
will be followed.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, on behalf
of the leader, I have also been asked to
announce that there will be no rollcall
votes this evening.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

———

THE COST OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
thank the managers of the bill for al-
lowing me a few minutes to report on a
very interesting hearing we had this
morning before our Senate education
committee. It is a different subject
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than the one on the floor right now,
but it is one that both Senator REED
and Senator MCCAIN have been inter-
ested in over time. It has to do with
whether 22 million undergraduate stu-
dents in America can afford to go to
college and whether millions more high
school students can look forward to
going to college, and then we have mil-
lions more in graduate school who are
continuing their education.

This affects our country as vitally as
any subject, and I thought I would re-
port to the full Senate and to the
American people on the excellent, bi-
partisan hearing we had. This was the
fourth hearing we have had in Congress
on the reauthorization of the Higher
Education Act. Our committee has al-
ready come to an agreement on a bill
to fix No Child Left Behind that in-
cludes continuing important measure-
ments of how we measure the progress
of students in schools in America and
then restore to States the responsi-
bility for figuring out what to do about
that.

We have 22 members on our com-
mittee, and we represent as much di-
versity of opinion in the Senate as ex-
ists, which is a lot of diversity of opin-
ion. Yet, our work on fixing No Child
Left Behind was unanimous.

Our next step will be to reauthorize
the Higher Education Act that affects
more than 6,000 colleges and univer-
sities in America. I am working with
Senator MURRAY, the Senator from
Washington, who is the ranking Demo-
crat on the committee, and we hope to
have that bill ready for the commit-
tee’s consideration in early September.

The question before us this morning
was, Can you afford to pay for college?
I believe the answer for most Ameri-
cans is yes, and for millions of Ameri-
cans 2 years of college is free. It is
never easy to pay for college, but it is
easier than many think, and it is un-
fair and untrue to make students think
they can’t afford college. We should
stop telling students they can’t afford
college.

Four weeks ago, I spoke at the grad-
uation of 800 students from Walters
State Community College in Morris-
town, TN. Half of those students were
low income. Their 2 years of college
was free or mostly free because tax-
payers provided them a Federal Pell
grant of up to $5,700 for low-income
students and the average community
college tuition in the country is about
$3,300. So for the nearly 4 out of 10 un-
dergraduate students in our country
who attend roughly 1,000 2-year institu-
tions, college is affordable. That is es-
pecially true in Tennessee, where our
State has made community college free
for every student who graduates from
high school.

In addition to that 40 percent of stu-
dents who attend the 2-year colleges,
another 38 percent of undergraduate
students go to public 4-year colleges
and universities where the average tui-
tion is about $9,000. For example, at
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville,
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